
New rules for 
supporting 
innovativeness
As of January 1, 2016, the allowance for 
the acquisition of new technologies was 
changed into the research and 
development tax allowance. However, 
as of January 2017, further modifications 
were implemented.
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How much can be deducted?
Deduction limits depend on the size of the enterprise. They are as follows:

REMUNERATION COSTS
applies to all enterprises

50%

EFFECTIVE BENEFIT

9,5%

OTHER COSTS
applies to micro, small

or medium-sized enterprises

50%

OTHER COSTS
applies to large 

enterprises

30%

EFFECTIVE BENEFIT

9,5%
EFFECTIVE BENEFIT

5,7%

Who can benefit?
The allowance has been introduced 
to the CIT and PIT Act. It may be used 
by the taxpayers (individual entities 
or capital groups) of these taxes who carry 
out research and development activities 
as defined in these acts.

This solution may be widely used 
in the companies providing innovative 
services (IT,  including start-ups) 
or developing innovative products 
(the pharmaceutical,  technology, 
automotive, chemical industries and 
others).

R&D activity also covers development 
works. The allowance is independent 
of the effects of the conducted works and 
also refers to the work in progress.

An additional technical condition for taking 
advantage of the allowance is keeping 
separate  accounts  of  expenses 
recognized as eligible costs. 

The allowance does not apply to entities 
operating in special economic zones and 
to costs returned from external donations 
or grants.
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Can the technology allowance 
still be used? 
YES!

Pursuant to the transitional provisions:

4taxpayers who before January 1, 2016, 
   acquired the right to deduct the expenses 
   incurred for the acquisition of new 
   technologies under art. 18b of the CIT Act 
   retain the right to the deduction also after 
   December 31, 2015.

4taxpayers whose tax year is different than 
   the calendar year and which started 
   before January 1, 2016, and ends after 
   December 31, 2015, apply the provisions 
   of the CIT Act in the wording binding up 
   to December 31, 2015, until the end 
   of the tax year they adopted.

The  allowance  enables  to  deduct 
expenditures from the tax base (max. 50%) 
for the acquisition of new technologies, 
i.e. technological knowledge in the form 
of non-material and legal values, in particular 
the results of research and development 
works which enable the production of new 
or improved products or services, not applied 
in the world for the period longer than 
the preceding five years.  To confirm the fact, 
the opinion of a scientific unit independent 
of the taxpayer is required. 

What has changed as 
of 2017?

Within the so-called small innovation act 
for small and medium-sized enterprises, 
the deductible costs have been extended with 
the costs of obtaining a patent. Maximum 
deduction of eligible costs incurred for 
research and development have been 
increased. The amounts in 2016 were as 
follows: 

30% – for micro, as well as small and 
           medium-sized companies 
20% – for large companies for the incurred 
           personnel costs
10% – for large companies for the incurred 
           research and development costs.

Additionally, the period within which an 
entrepreneur can deduct the costs incurred 
for the research and development was 
extended from 3 to 6 years.  The cash-back 
for newly founded enterprises (start-ups) 
conducting R&D activity was provided for. 

Further changes are planned within the so-
called large innovation act as of 2018.

Should you be interested in the subject in 
question, please contact your TPA Poland 
advisor or one of the listed specialists. 

CONTACT

Remigiusz Fijak
Tax Advisor
+48 61 63 00 542
remigiusz.fijak@tpa-group.pl

ANALISYS
01

IMPLEMENTATION
02

SECURITY
03

4 analysis of the situation against 
    the possibilities of utilizing 
    the technological allowance according 
    to the old rules
4  calculation of expected benefits
4 cost analysis against the eligibility 
    of the allowance
4 analysis of contractual provisions 
    of agreements with employees / 
    experts against their eligibility
4 creating the work time record system
4 analysis and projecting a systemic 
    recognition of eligible costs in financial 
    and accounting records

4 assisting during project 
    implementation
4  proposing changes to the existing 
    strategic documents and procedures, 
    as well as the new ones
4 mapping financial data, adjusting 
    the reporting systems
4obtaining an opinion of an indepen-
    dent scientific unit enabling 
    the utilization of the technological 
    allowance
4assisting during the amendment 
    to appropriate CIT settlements

4 obtaining individual interpretation  
4  representation during audits 
4 explanations within ongoing 
    consultations
4 transfer pricing

Our support

What is the benefit?

The obtained tax benefit is based on the 
possibility of double recognition, within 
the eligible limits, of eligible expenses as tax 
deductible which are:

4 employee wages and contributions 
    related to workers employed in research 
    and development

4costs of materials and raw-materials 
   directly related to conducted R&D 
   activities

4 costs of expert opinions, opinions, 
   advisory services and equivalent, as well 
   as the costs related to acquiring results 
   of scientific research provided or 
   conducted by scientific units

4 costs of the scientific and research 
   equipment used exclusively for 
   research and development activities.
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